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Minister Delegation Meetings for 
 2020 NCLGA Resolutions 

 

In late August 2020, NCGLA forwarded letters to several provincial Ministers regarding NCLGA 
2020 member resolutions. Due to the unexpected provincial election and appointment of new 
Ministers in fall 2020, virtual delegation meetings with several Ministers were organized for 
spring 2021 to discuss 2020 resolutions. The summary of the meetings with five Ministers is 
provided below.  

 

March 29, 2021 - Honourable Katrina Chen, Minister of State for Child Care 

 

Discussion Highlights for Early Childhood Education Labour Force Shortage (R36): 

 NCLGA discussed the need for increased wages for Early Childhood Educators, 
particularly a “living wage”, to support the recruitment and retention of these 
professionals given the competitiveness of local employment markets. The association 
also shared concerns related to the upfront ECE education costs compared to the earning 
potential, and the limitations of the practicum requirements (high number of practicum 
hours). Trades professions do not require these unpaid hours for certification. Higher 
wages and more equitable education requirements could help to reduce the number of 
vacant ECE positions and improve the number of child care spaces. 

 Minister Chen appreciated NCLGA’s advocacy and acknowledged that a continued, 
multi-pronged approach is needed to create solutions to this complex issue. She invited 
NCLGA members to forward examples of local solutions and case studies for future 
discussion on ECE recruitment and retention. She also noted the importance of creating 
education centres that help to form community spaces with staying power within 
existing institutions such as schools, healthcare facilities, and community centres. 
 

NCLGA Representatives: 

 President Sarrah Storey (Mayor, Village of Fraser Lake) 
 First Vice-President Cori Ramsay (Councillor, City of Prince George) 
 Second Vice-President Steve Forseth (Area Director, Cariboo Regional District) 
 Executive Director Terry Robert 
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April 20, 2021 - Honourable Lana Popham, Minister of Agriculture, Food & Fisheries 

 

Discussion Highlights for New ALC Regulation (R4): 

 NCLGA expressed concerns about recent regulatory restrictions on secondary 
residences in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). At the time of this meeting, a 
manufactured home for immediate family can be placed as a secondary residence on 
ALR property if the local government provides authorization by July 31, 2021. In many 
cases, an ALC application is also needed. NCLGA encouraged the Ministry to allow for 
these residences on ALR property permanently and not require an ALC application.  

 Minister Popham noted that new legislation is expected to pass in 6-12 months. In most 
cases, ALR land owners will be able to have a principal residence and a small additional 
residence without needing to apply to the ALC. The type of residence should also be 
more flexible.  For larger farms, the number of secondary units would be based on 
information from the ALC by using area and productivity data. Until legislation is passed, 
the grandfathering period for manufactured homes on the ALR is planned to be extended 
to December 31, 2021. The latest information on this regulation is available in a July 
news release. 
 

Additional Topic: 

 Minister Popham also mentioned that there will be changes to meat regulations soon 
following recent feedback to a Ministry intention paper related to meat production 
modernization. The goal is to streamline processes such as licencing. Further 
information is available on the Ministry’s website. 
 

NCLGA Representatives: 

 President Sarrah Storey (Mayor, Village of Fraser Lake) 
 First Vice-President Cori Ramsay (Councillor, City of Prince George) 
 Second Vice-President Steve Forseth (Area Director, Cariboo Regional District) 
 Past President Lara Beckett (Area Director, Regional District of Fraser-Fort George) 
 Executive Director Terry Robert 

 

May 3, 2021 - Honourable David Eby, Attorney General and Minister Responsible for 
Housing 

 

Discussion Highlights for Multiple Resolutions:  

 Sharing Payments from Opioid Class Action Lawsuits (R23): 
NCLGA identified the importance of sharing any recovery of damages from the 
Province’s class action lawsuit towards manufacturers and wholesalers of opioid 
products with local governments to further enable local governments to offer services 
and support programs. The Minister indicated that it is very early in the process and 
welcomed additional conversations as the process evolves. 
 

 Private Liquor Store Moratorium (R30): 
NCLGA briefed the Minister on the negative economic and social implications for smaller 
communities of the moratorium on issuing new Licensee Retail Stores. NCLGA requested 
that the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch consider the effects of their policies on 
smaller communities before implementation. The Minister acknowledged the need for 
additional consideration and agreed to assist further.   

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021AFF0043-001352
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021AFF0043-001352
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/food-safety/meat-inspection-licensing
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 Minimal Barrier Shelter Standards (R20): 
NCLGA emphasized the importance of providing adequate shelter space throughout BC 
for individuals needing to be sheltered in a safe, clean and sober environment. Minimal 
barrier shelters are not suitable for some citizens. NCLGA further identified the shelter 
needs for communities in the NCLGA area. The Minister recognized the importance of 
the issue and offered to work with local governments to identify and implement 
solutions. 
 

 Assistance with Step Code Implementation (R25): 
NCLGA discussed key challenges for local governments in rural, remote and northern 
regions to implement the Step Code, including limited access to qualified Energy 
Advisors, capacity within local governments and other barriers.  NCLGA further noted 
the timeline pressures associated with implementing the Step Code. The Minister 
acknowledged the capacity concern and committed to providing additional information 
on various resources available to assist local governments. 
 
Resources Provided: 
 

1. Local training opportunities for the building community: 
 

 CHBABC training: https://chbabc.org/education/continuing-professional-development/ 
 CHBA Northern BC education: https://www.chbanorthernbc.ca/education 
 BOABC training and resources for Building Officials: https://boabc.org/bc-energy-step-code-

information-and-resources/ 
 New mandatory Energy Step Code training will be developed by BC Housing for licensed 

residential builders. Contact Tiffany.Warkentin@gov.bc.ca for details.  
 

2. Qualified Energy Advisors: 
 

 List of Energy Advisors, including EAs in northern BC: https://betterhomesbc.ca/ea/ 
 CACEA was established to represent the workforce: https://cacea.ca/ 
 Forward any gaps in Energy Advisor service for communities to Scott.B.Williams@gov.bc.ca 

 
3. Incentives for Energy Step Code homes to reduce costs and enhance affordability: 

 
 https://betterhomesbc.ca/rebates/fortisbc-new-home-program/ 
 https://betterhomesbc.ca/rebates/cleanbc-new-construction/ 

 
4. Capacity support for local governments: 

 
Community Energy Manager Programs, which are offered by utilities, co-fund local 
government salaries to build capacity.   

 https://www.fortisbc.com/about-us/climate-leadership/environment/partnering-for-
climate-action 

 https://www.bchydro.com/powersmart/business/programs/sustainable-
communities/cemp.html 

 

  

https://chbabc.org/education/continuing-professional-development/
https://www.chbanorthernbc.ca/education
https://boabc.org/bc-energy-step-code-information-and-resources/
https://boabc.org/bc-energy-step-code-information-and-resources/
mailto:Tiffany.Warkentin@gov.bc.ca
https://betterhomesbc.ca/ea/
https://cacea.ca/
mailto:Scott.B.Williams@gov.bc.ca
https://betterhomesbc.ca/rebates/fortisbc-new-home-program/
https://betterhomesbc.ca/rebates/cleanbc-new-construction/
https://www.fortisbc.com/about-us/climate-leadership/environment/partnering-for-climate-action
https://www.fortisbc.com/about-us/climate-leadership/environment/partnering-for-climate-action
https://www.bchydro.com/powersmart/business/programs/sustainable-communities/cemp.html
https://www.bchydro.com/powersmart/business/programs/sustainable-communities/cemp.html
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The Local Government Step Code Peer Network supports local government staff with Energy 
Step Code implementation. Info about the network and other resources are available below. 

 https://energystepcode.ca/for-local-governments/#pn 

 

NCLGA Representatives: 

 President Sarrah Storey (Mayor, Village of Fraser Lake) 
 First Vice-President Cori Ramsay (Councillor, City of Prince George) 
 Second Vice-President Steve Forseth (Area Director, Cariboo Regional District) 
 Executive Director Terry Robert 

 

May 26, 2021 - Honourable Rob Fleming, Minister of Transportation & Infrastructure 
and Honourable Bowinn Ma, Minister of State for Infrastructure 

 

Discussion Highlights for Transportation Services for Rural and Remote Communities 
(R10): 

 NCLGA mentioned that there are currently gaps in public and private transportation 
services, particularly along Highway 37 and 37A, to support residents who need to travel 
to/from larger centres for specialized medical services. Communities such as Stewart 
have been advocating for improved service since 2012. Current transportation 
providers such as the Northern Health Connections Bus and BC Bus North do not service 
this area. An expansion of these services are strongly recommended for this region as 
private transportation services are not necessarily viable and limited access to 
broadband services can impact virtual health services. NCLGA also provided examples 
of situations where people have been affected by limited transportation options. 

 Minister Fleming noted his commitment to work with the Minister of Health to address 
these issues. Most routes of the BC Bus North service were operating successfully before 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Safe restart funding from the federal government has been 
used to maintain operations during the pandemic. NCLGA noted the expansion of this 
program in the Minister’s mandate letter.  
 

Additional Topics: 

 NCLGA thanked the Province of BC for announcing funding in fall 2020 to support EV 
charging station deployment in northern BC. This supports NCLGA’s resolution EV 
Charging Stations (R12). 

 NCLGA highlighted the importance of Highway 16 corridor improvements and 
maintenance to ensure the safety of residents that travel this highway. 

 Minister Fleming noted that the 2021 provincial budget allocated funding for BC Transit 
to increase ridership and improve service.  

 

NCLGA Representatives: 

 President Cori Ramsay (Councillor, City of Prince George) 
 First Vice-President Steve Forseth (Area Director, Cariboo Regional District) 
 Past President Sarrah Storey (Mayor, Village of Fraser Lake) 
 Executive Director Terry Robert 

 

  

https://energystepcode.ca/for-local-governments/#pn
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Referenced Resolutions 

 

R4 New ALC Regulation 

Sponsor Community: District of Vanderhoof 

UBCM Status: Endorsed 

 

Whereas the Ministry of Agriculture made legislative changes in regards to Bill 15 and Bill 52 which 
implemented restrictions that affect residences in Agricultural Land Reserve; 

And whereas the changes that limit land parameters and inhibit construction of additional 
residences does not fit the agricultural need of most BC rural communities as it removes the 
possibility of multi-generational homes on family farmland thus discouraging young farmers from 
taking over their family farm and impeding sustainable agricultural businesses through lack of 
agricultural succession planning, farmland housing for families, and farm workers: 

Therefore be it resolved that NCLGA and UBCM petition the Agricultural Land Commission that the 
January 28, 2020 signed amendment to section 32 (3) (c) and (d) of the Agricultural Land Reserve 
Use Regulation, B.C. Reg. 30/2019 remain permanently in effect and not expire on December 31, 
2020. 

 

R10 Transportation Services for Rural and Remote Communities 

Sponsor Community: District of Stewart 

UBCM Status: Endorsed 

 

Whereas there is limited to no public or non-emergency medical transportation services provided 
to many small, rural and remote communities in BC;  
 
And whereas there exists a need for a socially-mandated intercity bus transportation program to 
provide essential transportation services for these small, rural and remote communities: 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure work with BC Transit, local hospital boards, citizen and local government transit 
committees and private businesses to provide access to transportation hubs located in small, rural 
and remote communities in BC.   

R20 Minimal Barrier Shelter Standards 

Sponsor Community: City of Terrace 

UBCM Status: Endorsed 

 

Whereas in 2017 service providers were mandated by BC Housing to operate all shelters as 
minimal barrier (aka low barrier); 

 

And whereas this is a deterrent to accessing shelters for those individuals who are trying to 
maintain a clean and sober lifestyle, or for women and children fleeing violence, as they are 
forced to share shelter space with individuals dealing with active addictions under this policy; 
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Therefore be it resolved that the NCLGA lobby the Provincial Government to direct BC 
Housing to ensure that its policies support adequate shelter space throughout the province 
for those individuals needing to be sheltered in a safe, clean and sober environment.  

 

R23 Sharing Payments from Opioid Class Action Lawsuits   

Sponsor Community: City of Prince George 

UBCM Status: Referred to UBCM Executive (Subsequently Endorsed with Amendment) 

 

Whereas under the Opioid Damages and Health Care Costs Recovery Act (the “Act”) the 
provincial government may sue a manufacturer or wholesaler of an opioid product to recover 
the costs of health care benefits on an aggregate basis, for a population of persons who have 
suffered damage caused or contributed to by the use of or exposure to an opioid product; 

 

And whereas pursuant to the Act and other legislation, the provincial government has 
launched a class action lawsuit on behalf of all federal, provincial and territorial governments 
to recover the costs of health care benefits from manufacturers and wholesalers of opioid 
products, whose marketing practices have had devastating impacts on the lives of thousands 
of British Columbians; 

 

And whereas the definition of “health care benefits” under the Act includes “other 
expenditures by the government, made directly or through one or more agents or other 
intermediate bodies, for programs, services, benefits or similar matters associated with 
disease, injury or illness” and local governments have faced substantial “health care benefits” 
costs due to the opioid crisis; 

 

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM advocate to the provincial government to share any 
recovery of damages from the class action lawsuit with local governments, to further enable 
local governments to continue offering services and support programs that aim to reduce 
harm and stigma, address the root causes of the opioid crisis, and support people struggling 
with mental health and addiction. 

 

R25 Assistance with Step Code Implementation   

Sponsor Community: Town of Smithers 

UBCM Status: Endorsed 

 

Whereas the Building Code is being changed to include higher energy standards in accordance 
with the Energy Step Code, and successful implementation of the Energy Step Code requires: 
 1. Preparedness of the building community; 
 2. Energy advisors that are readily accessible; 
 3. Availability and affordability of required materials; 
 4. Staff capacity within local governments; 
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And whereas discussion with local governments and the building community in rural, remote 
and northern regions have identified the following barriers to successful implementation: 
 1. Lack of local training opportunities for the building community; 
 2. Lack of qualified Energy Advisors, and the possibility that some small and remote 
 communities will not have an adequate workload to entice an Energy Advisor to do business 
 in the area; 
 3. Lower availability of materials and higher material costs in rural communities leading to 
 concerns of affordability among residents; 
 4. Lower capacity within small local governments; 

 
And whereas local governments want to be a part of the solution in implementing the Energy 
Step Code, but often lack required resources, leading some jurisdictions to consider seeking 
exemptions from the Step Code; 

 

Therefore be it resolved that the North Central Local Government Association and the Union 
of British Columbia Municipalities urge the Province of British Columbia to assist 
communities with Energy Step Code implementation in an equitable way by working with 
communities to address barriers. 

 

R30 Private Liquor Store Moratorium   

Sponsor Community: Village of Burns Lake 

UBCM Status: Referred to UBCM Executive (Subsequently Referred back to Sponsor) 

 

Whereas the government placed a moratorium on the issuance of new Licensee Retail Stores 
(private liquor stores) until July 1, 2022, the negative impacts of this moratorium have 
economic and social implications for smaller communities; 

 

Therefore be it resolved that NCLGA lobby the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch to 
consider the ramifications of their ministry’s policies on small communities before 
implementation.  Their decisions can have long-lasting impacts on smaller towns that far 
exceed that of larger centres. 

 

R36 Early Childhood Education Labour Force Shortage   

Sponsor Community: City of Williams Lake 

UBCM Status: Referred to UBCM Executive (Subsequently Endorsed with Amendment) 

 

Whereas there is a chronic shortage of Early Childhood Educators (ECE’s) across the province that 
impedes the ability of qualified workers to return to the workforce after a parental leave; 

Therefore be it resolved that the North Central Local Government Association (NCLGA) and Union 
of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) lobby the provincial government to implement a 
standard minimum $25 per hour wage for ECE’s in British Columbia to address the challenge of a 
lagging labour force in the child care sector;  

And therefore be it further resolved that the NCLGA and UBCM lobby the provincial Ministry of 
Advanced Education, Skills and Training to address the gender-biased systems that place an 
unequal requirement on entrants into the ECE profession in comparison to other sectors, 
particularly when compared with trades education. 


